IV

THE MAN WITH THE BEARD

No satisfactory record of Fruitlands could bo
written without giving an account; of Joseph
Palmer, the man with (lie beard. He filled an
important place in the life of the Community,
and is one1; of tho,se picturesque characters which
muni, always stand out vividly in the history of
Frui(lands, I le came of fine, sturdy English stock
which emigrated to this country in 1730. His
grandfather taught, school in Newton, Massachu-
setts, for twenty years. His father fought in the
Revolution, and lie himself was a soldier in the
War of 1812. He was an eccentric character,
but: steadfast and upright, and immovable when
it: came to his principles. Wearing' a beard be-
came a fixed idea with him, and neither the law
of the land nor the admonitions of the church
could make him falter in his determination to
claim freedom of action in this respect. He suf-
fered ridicule, insolence, and persecution to a
degree that was anuwng, and which revealed
the fact llmt in spite of a seemingly greater en-
lightenment on (he part of the public, the same
tendency, which drove the people to persecutebject. "Shall I
